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 PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION FORM 
	Programme Title:  
	MFA in Art in the Digital World
	Programme Type:
	Postgraduate,  full-time

	Level (NQAI Framework):
	9
	Total no. of credits
	120

	University award
	Master of Art
	
	

	Programme Leader:
	Leah Hilliard
	Faculty/School
	Fine Art

	Programme Team

(Modular Coordinators)
	Feargal Fitzpatrick
	Head of Faculty/School
	Professor Philip Napier

	External Examiner and institution 
	TBC 
	Internal Examiner
	Professor Philip Napier

	Projected Student Numbers
	Year 1: 
Year 2: 
	10
10+10=20
	

	1.  Aims and Objectives of the Programme

	Programme Introduction

The interdisciplinary MFA ADW offers students the opportunity to develop their practice in fine art and digital technologies  through a structured taught programme that enhances their skills and knowledge base and facilitates critical engagement with their field and cognate areas. Postgraduate students will access methods, ideas, critical processes and approaches and share their learning and professional development with peers.   

2014 sees the introduction of the new NCAD taught master programme structure and the MFA in Fine Art. In light of these developments, the MA ADW has been reconfigured, re-designated and further integrated as an MFA within the Faculty of Fine Art.  The MFA ADW evolves out of the former course further integrating new technologies within fine art practice and providing synergies across the postgraduate experience.

This MFA provides an important pathway to doctoral level research in the College, by providing a specific programme of study to evolve practice-based researchers who are academically and practically skilled in research processes.

The programme integrates on-line and face-to-face teaching and learning strategies with respect to practical project-based work. The programme thus contributes to the academic enhancement of the College as a whole.

The MFA provides digital skills acquisition and recognises the desire for project-based learning in relation to particular applications and in tandem with self-directed research.

Postgraduate study in Fine Art has an exploratory basis involving both intellectual enquiry and practical realisation, which requires consistent test through exhibition, presentation and public event.  This emphasis on developing creativity, and sustaining innovation (and hence risk) in student work also entails locating summative assessment in the second year of the programme (with diagnostic, formative assessment in year one).   A postgraduate culture requiring participation and communication is founded upon activities of creative risk taking linked to an ethos of innovation and discovery with the development of a reflective critical ability.  These capacities meet the restless nature of contemporary art practice in its ongoing renewal of visual perspectives and coordinates. 

The core remit of NCAD is the education of practitioners across fine art, design, education and critical thinking across visual arts. This commitment to actual practice and its critical contexts is central to the research ethos of the College. 

Programme Aims

The MFA ADW aims to provide a scholarly framework – both taught and research led - for students who wish to develop their fine art practice while harnessing the creative possibilities provided by new technologies. A major objective of the programme is to provide an environment that is broad, yet with enough rigour and focus to enable students to engage with the challenges of contemporary fine art practice and digital media.
Programme Objectives

· To enable students to generate original creative content and research using primary sources and engaging with cutting edge contemporary art practice in the context of digital technologies.

· To induct students into a professionalized culture of practice and research by providing students with access to the experience and skills not only of Faculty members but also colleagues working in Ireland and abroad in areas of digital culture, research and art production  

· To enable students to work in a range of “real” world contexts and to maintain currency in their portfolio of hard and soft skills.



	2. Programmes Outcomes

	At the completion of their studies students will be able to: 

1. Know and name the forms of knowledge they are producing in relation to practice based engagement;

2. Critically reflect on decision-making within their work; 

3. Situate their activity and media within a framework of practice that informs it;

4. Account for the contemporary connections they are making between their practice and wider currents in the field;

5. Present and exhibit their work in an appropriate public form;

6. Complete an advanced body of reflective writing that critically contextualises their practice;

7. Demonstrate that they have significantly developed their professional practice as fine artists to postgraduate level.

Knowledge and understanding of the broad field of Fine Art and new technologies, including current practice and critical debate 

Capacity to apply knowledge and understanding of fine art and new technologies through written, spoken and visual communication means to new aspects of contemporary practice.
Ability  to make  reasoned judgements and to display an awareness of a broad range of creative and critical choices

Communications and working skills  - an ability to work in both a self-directed manner and within a team approach where appropriate in order to  advance knowledge sharing, peer learning and critical dialogue in relation to the field

Construction and deployment of independent learning skills which might assist the student in their transition to doctoral study or the world of work.

	3. Stage Outcomes

	Year 1: 

On successful completion of year 1 students will:

· Have in construction an intellectual platform and working environment to negotiate and advance the development of knowledge through practice.

· Have established a working momentum in relation to acquiring appropriate critical, technical and conceptual skills appropriate to the research inquiry.

· Have tested new work in the context of making public through self/peer organised exhibition/publication/distribution, both physical and digital.

· Have acquired knowledge of research methodologies through a range of inputs, through discussion, discourse and experiential learning.

	Year 2:

On successful completion of year 2 students will:

· Have recognized the value of creative risk taking through challenging the habits and assumptions of creative inquiry in practice and in relation to interdisciplinary perspectives.
· Have evidenced through public dissemination an advanced practice in relation to criticality, decision making and communication.

· Have developed a self supporting suite of learning, working, communication and technical skills which will enable them to engage and prosper at a professional level.

· Be able to creatively engage with academic and professional subject fields.


	4.  Admission requirements for the programme
BA Hons (2:2) in a related discipline. An appropriate level of professional practice in the subject field will also be taken into consideration.

The application procedure demands that applicants submit a portfolio, together with a statement of interest in the programme. In addition, some applicants are interviewed.




	5.  Further educational opportunities that may arise during or upon completion of the programme

 e.g. Transition to Masters level study (+2)



	A number of MA ADW graduates have proceeded to doctoral study in NCAD and elsewhere, such as Queens University, NUI Maynooth and Tama University, Tokyo.


	6. Major Teaching and Learning Methodologies: please specify the rationale for these.

e.g. Group Critiques in order to develop peer learning, communication skills, critical analysis and self-reflection

	The Faculty of Fine Art encompasses a broad range of perspectives on art practice, which, while offering different professional and creative agendas, share many similar characteristics. 

None of these students can be educated or trained by the sole use of a lecture and seminar-based educational model. All of them need to develop their visual, conceptual, critical and intellectual abilities while acquiring the necessary skills to make visually and tangibly explicit their ideas, concepts and solutions to questions, problems or thematic explorations in a variety of different media.

They also need to be articulate in both written and oral forms and to be able to assess the appropriate technical competencies applicable in their chosen specialism and subject matter.

Fine art education follows a constructivist model subscribing to the view that knowledge and understanding are not acquired passively but in an active manner through personal experience and experiential activities, that learning is based on problem setting/solving and/or an exploration of a particular line of enquiry and active engagement with ideas. 
There are ongoing debates surrounding pedogogy in  Fine Art in relation to  the creation of an environment within which creativity might thrive. Thus there is an ongoing debate generally in art schools in relation to the value of subject learning versus an entirely open interdisiplinary landscape.   A negotiation of creative dissent has been a important pillar of fine art practice and has driven forms and attitudes running counter to prevailing economic and  ideological models. 

Learning, teaching and assessment strategies to be employed include:

· Studio tuition

· Lectures

· Seminars

· Tutorials

· Team Teaching - Group Crits and Project Spaces

· On-line teaching, projects and peer learning

· Student Projects

· Technical Instruction/ Demonstrations

· Group Teaching and Learning - Studio and IT related

· Self-Directed Study - Research and practice

· Interdisciplinary Activities - Research Methods

· Study Trips

· Placement/Internship Opportunities

· Examination via exhibition

· Crit - One to one or group

· Assessment as a Learning Method - Feedback on modules

· Conference/Symposium/Event

· Student Self-evaluation


	7. Methods of Assessment: please specify the forms of assessment used on the programme and the rationale for these including how these forms of assessment align to programme outcomes 

	Alignment of Assessment
Through aligning the assessment in relation to the learning outcomes, delivered through teaching and learning activities, students and staff can clearly identify what has been achieved and how and where improvement can be made. The transparency of an assessment strategy is very important in demonstrating to a student where improvement may be made and in the responsibility of feedback.
Assessment Procedure

Our assessment procedure aims to assist the student to understand a transparent assessment process and enables them to understand their own levels of achievement against explicit grade critical and learning outcomes and how and where they need to improve.
Individual components of the programme are assessed on a mark-allocation basis to provide students with clear feedback to promote self-evaluation and self-reflection in their own learning processes. Staff are experienced in delivering a range of marking in line with student construction of knowledge and demonstration of understanding.
The assessment procedure’s aim is to achieve the following objectives namely:

· Measure and grade the student’s level of achievement in relation to the learning outcomes. 

· Communicate: Assessments provide students with clear feedback to promote self-evaluation and self-reflection in their own learning processes.
· Illustrate that the learning outcomes and competencies required have been achieved, to allow for progression to the next level.

Assessment Methods
· Formative Assessment - typically involves feedback (oral or written) to students on their progress, does not usually involve a mark.

· Summative Assessment 

Assessment Evidence 
The evidence of assessment within a Fine Art course may be:

1. Artworks 

2. Artefacts 

3. Exhibition 

4. Events
5. Actions
6. Situated forms
7. Evolved proposals
8. Website / digital publications
9. Notebooks
10. Journals 

11. Presentations
12. Documents 

Assessment Approaches 

· Assessments are undertaken by a team of teachers who are examining the learning outcomes
· May occur/be required on or off campus
· Will be timetabled well in advance. This might require specific negotation to accomodate non-traditional forms of practice
· Assessments occur in two forms which depend on the year - with the learner present and with the learner absent.

 

	8. Modular provision: please list modules available to students indicating which are core and which optional

	 (c) = core    (o) = optional 

Semester

Modules
Credits
1

Fine Art Practice Lab (C)

10

1

Research Methods for Creative Practice (C)

10

1

Socially Engaged Practices (O)

10

1

Discipline Seminars (O)

10

1

Design in the Contemporary World (O)

10

2

Practice pathways: ADW (C)

20

2

Art in the Digital World (C)

10

3

Fine Art Studio R & D (C)

10

3

Dissertation (O)

20

3

Reflective writing (O) 

10

3

Practice-led Curation (O)

10

4

Major Project (C)

25

4

Professional Development of the Artist (C)

  5

      

	9.  Programme Structure:  please provide diagram indicating structure and modular content of the programme across its years

	MFA ADW - YEAR 1                                 
                                                    +                                 + 1 option
Semester
1 



                                                                   +

Semester 2                                
MFA ADW – Year 2
                                                                                                      + EITHER                                                           OR BOTH
Semester 3

                                                                     +
Semester 4

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Key:  O: option     C: core


	10.  Please identify  exit points, credit requirements  at different stages of the programme:

	A student requires 60 credits in Year 1 to pass to year 2

A Postgraduate Diploma is offered as an exit award after successful completion of year one of the programme (60 credits).



	11. Final Undergraduate Award Calculation  - please select one option 

	
	(1) NA

	
	(2) NA


	11 a. Final Postgraduate Award Calculation – please select one option

	               (
	(1) final year only

	
	(2) final and penultimate years

	Special Programme/Module Derogations from University Regulations. 

Areas requiring derogation include but are not restricted to those indicated below. 



	12. Module  Derogations - Please identify any area a derogation is being sought from University regulations  and explain the academic rational for the proposed derogation. 



	Issue
	Derogation required
	Academic regulation

	Credit value of module is greater than 5 ECTS credits.
	Irregular Credit Value
	Reg 1.3 An undergraduate module size of 5 ECTS credits is standard across the University.

	Rationale: (please identify the module and explain the academic rationale for the proposed derogation)
	N/A



	Issue
	Derogation required
	Academic regulation

	The module will take place outside either the Autumn or Spring semester.
	Year Long Module

OR

Module Outside Semester

OR

Module in Summer term
	Reg 2.1 The taught programmes of the University will normally be based on two teaching semesters (Autumn and Spring) per academic session. The teaching, learning and assessment activities associated with a module will normally be completed during one formal semester.

	Rationale: (please identify the module and explain the academic rationale for the proposed derogation)
	N/A



	Issue
	Derogation required
	Academic regulation

	No electives places are available
	No Elective Places
	Reg 3.9.4 All undergraduate modules must offer a number of elective places to students from programmes other than the programme(s) for which the module may be core.

	Rationale: (please identify the module and explain the academic rationale for the proposed derogation)
	N/A



	13. Programme Derogations - Please identify any area a derogation is being sought from University regulations  and explain the academic rationale for the proposed derogation.

	Issue
	Derogation required
	Academic regulation

	Timing of Exam Boards (e.g. no assessment of students at end of Semester 1)
	Irregular Timing of Exams and Exam Boards - Summative Assessment in Year two only (diagnostic and formative assessment in Year 1 with recorded marks utilised for final assessment of those exiting the programme with a Postgraduate Diploma)
	Reg 2.1 The taught programmes of the University will normally be based on two teaching semesters (Autumn and Spring) per academic session. The teaching, learning and assessment activities associated with a module will normally be completed during one formal semester.

and

4.1 Assessments for a module should be completed during or as soon as practicable after completion of the module.

and

5.9Resit assessments may be offered during an autumn examination period only in exceptional circumstances and 

with the approval of the relevant University Programme 

Board.

	Rationale: (please explain the academic rationale for the proposed derogation)
	Assessment for final award:  NCAD proposes to retain its long established and tested practice of only final year marks determining the classification of  the final award with preceding year assessment would be for progression purposes only.  While this is acceptable within UCD regulations for undergraduate programmes it has not to date been adopted for masters provision (though Architecture appear to have been permitted to introduce this model of progression in year 1 of the M.Arch when they moved from a 5 year programme to 3+2 structure.).   

Rationale: 
The rational for this is related to the creation of a culture of creative risk taking and experimentation that is a pillar of contemporary art processes and central to the field of practice. Fine Art practice in the academy and in the professional field requires a high degree of original thinking and action across a consistently expanding spectrum of how, where and to whom, the modeling of knowledge might be proposed in practice.  

Study at MFA level requires a complex ability to connect knowledge and is often characterised by personal motivation and experience in the pursuit of highly original outcomes. This creates a differentiation in the construction of courses and alternative means by which the learning environment is ‘brokered’. The trajectory of the course is toward an increasing velocity in relation to integrating the elements of learning  concurrently, rather than a sequential approach.

The taught MFA has created learning platforms that offer opportunities for interdisciplinary learning, research and engagement consistent with 21st century momentum across the culture and society.  The advancement of these goals is secured by crafting an educational environment of creative venture, advanced through supporting student practices beyond the familiar or habitual modes and in developing new co ordinates and connections.  This quality that should be prized within university culture is jeopardised by a mechanistic approach to the accumulation of marks. 

The MFA course at the University of Ulster has successfully argued that the weighting of their taught MFA lies in Year 2 for reasons consistent with our own.

	Issue
	Derogation required
	Academic regulation

	Programme to have restricted or no elective places made available OR an elective pattern that differs from the norm.
	Alternative Elective Provision
	Reg 3.9.4 The University requires that each undergraduate 

bachelors degree programme specifies credits to a minimum of 30 ECTS as electives across the duration of the programme. 

	Rationale: (please explain the academic rationale for the proposed derogation)
	N/A




	Issue
	Derogation required
	Academic regulation

	Honours Classification that differs from the norm
	
	Reg 6.3 The relevant Programme Examination Board will 

classify the overall awards within all of the University’s programmes according the bands set down by the 

Academic Regulations.

	Rationale: (please explain the academic rationale for the proposed derogation)
	N/A



	15. Programme Review and Evaluation

	a) Please Provide details of local programme and modular review processes:

The Programme will be subject to internal review at the end of each year.

The Programmes will have a course representative who will be entitled to sit at Faculty Board.

The External Examiner of the course provides written feedback about aspects of the course consistent with UCD Guidelines.
Annual postgraduate and end of year surveys to students provide information for the end of year review.


	b) Please provide details of central quality review processes including dates of projected review.
To ensure that NCAD courses meet academic internal and external requirements and are responding to change, The NCAD Quality Assurance Framework concentrates on:

 1.
Programmatic reviews 
and

2.
Institutional review 

All NCAD programmes are reviewed internally and annually through staff meetings, end of year meetings and student feedback.  
The first formal external review of the MFA will take place in 2018.  
All reviews commence at the start of Semester 1 in October and will conclude with publication of course improvement plans in September of the following year.  


	16. Resources

	a) Staffing:   Please provide list of staff and their role with indication of hours dedicated to this programme.
Name

Teaching hours per week

Admin hours per week

Teaching Staff: 

Leah Hilliard
12
2
Feargal Fitzpatrick
6
2
Painting staff:
R Armstrong,  

MacWilliam

4

TBC
M Moore

TBC
TBC
S MacWilliam

TBC
TBC
O Whelan

TBC
TBC
Print staff:
Dr A Folan
TBC
TBC
Dr N Sex

TBC
TBC
Sculpture Staff:

Dr M O’Kelly

Head of Postgraduate Pathways

3

TBC
L Walsh

2

TBC
Media Staff:
S Durcan

TBC
TBC
Visual Culture Staff:
Dr Declan Long

TBC
TBC


	b) Space:  Please provide details of both department and central areas used in delivery of the programme  (please append a timetable for the programme with room numbers identified)
Core Course activities

Monday Sybil Connolly Room         10:00 – 12 30 Contemporary Practice Lectures

Monday  Painting Seminar Room     2:00 – 4:00   Practice Seminar series
Tuesday Media Seminar Room        10.00 – 12.30 ADW Seminar, Semester 2

                                                                 2.00 – 4.00  Technical skills workshops, Semester 2 
Thursday                                                2:00 – 3:30    Faculty Lecture Series Rupert Guinness Theatre

Studio Practice                                     Fine Art Faculty Studios  & Post Graduate  Studios located in another 

                                                                 building

The MFA ADW operates a pathways approach with some teaching located in other Faculties

Elective Modules in Design , Education and Visual Culture are carried out in appropriate Faculty locations  and beyond the Campus

	c) Facilities: What specific facilities are used and required by the programme?  Please provide details of studio, IT and other infrastructural facilities needed to deliver the programme.

Technical Studios
These are provided for the use of ADW students and some of the spaces are bookable, and can be booked through the relevant technicians’ offices.
Video Studio / Sound Editing Studio / Computer Lab
Photography Studio / Darkroom / Digital Print Lab

Technical Equipment
There is various technical equipment available, including video cameras, audio recorders, tripods, stills cameras, computer lab.
Bookable at equipment handout time, 9:30 - 10:30 am Monday - Friday
IT resources are provided by each subject area.

Studio spaces are provided in an annex of the college in very near proximity.

The College Gallery

The Edward Murphy Library

NIVAL
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