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Am I eligible for the HCI micro-credential funding? 
 

HCI courses are designed to help you gain the skills necessary to either obtain employment in 
industry areas where there is an increasing need or to upskill in your current job. HCI offers 
incentivised places for graduates to reskill in areas of skills shortage and emerging technologies e.g., 
ICT, High End Manufacturing, Data Analytics, Artificial Intelligence, via graduate conversion courses. 

 

To be considered eligible for funding for a HCI course, you will need to: 
 

1. be living fulltime in the Republic of Ireland 
2. have your own, valid PPS Number 
3. meet the nationality/visa requirement 
• You are an EU/EEA/UK/Swiss national or: 
• You have Stamp 4/Stamp 4 EU FAM, Stamp 5, or Stamp 6 on your Irish Residence Permit 

(IRP) card. This includes those resident here on Stamp 4 on the basis of: 
o having permission to remain in Ireland as a family member of an EU citizen or; 
o having official Refugee/Subsidiary Protection status in Ireland /being here on the 

basis of refugee family reunification or; 
o having been granted Humanitarian Leave to Remain in the State (prior to the 

Immigration Act 1999) or; 
o having permission to remain following the Minister’s decision not to make a 

deportation order. 

 

4. IMPORTANT: in addition to 1.2.3 above you must: 
• Have lived in either the EU, the EEA, the UK, Switzerland for at least 3 out of the last 5 years 
• Any period the Department of Justice can count towards Citizenship can count towards 

residency (except stamp 2 & 2 a). 
• If you have Refugee/Subsidiary Protection status in Ireland, residency is counted from the 

date you applied for International Protection. 

Note 1: Applicants who are in receipt of an eligible DSP payment are not expected to demonstrate 
that they meet the Nationality/Visa requirement or 3 of the previous 5 years EU/EEA/UK/Swiss 
residency requirement. 

Note 2: The process for determining eligibility is undertaken by the third level institution to which 
the student is attending. 
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5. Ukrainian Applications: 

As per existing guidance under Note 1 of existing and current eligibility criteria: 

Note 1: Applicants who are in receipt of an eligible DSP payment are not expected to demonstrate 
that they meet the Nationality/Visa requirement or 3 of the previous 5 years EU/EEA/UK/Swiss 
residency requirement. 

 

Applicants who are in employment or returning to the workforce, would need to demonstrate their 
eligibility in line with existing guidance i.e., ostensibly on the same basis as an Irish citizen, including 
the residency requirements for 3 out of the last 5 years in the EU, the EEA, the UK, Switzerland. 

 

Employed Ukrainians under Temporary Protection and in receipt of a Temporary Protection Letter, 
are still required to meet the residency requirement i.e., a student must have been ordinarily 
resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for at least 3 of the 5 years prior to entry to their third level course 
of study in order to qualify to participate in the programme. 

 

6. NON-EU APPLICANTS: Residency for 3 out of previous 5 years in the EU/ EEA/ UK/ 
Switzerland: 

Non-EU applicants, with the exception of “Unemployed” status and in receipt of a qualifying DSP 
payment, must provide evidence limited to the following visas for three out of previous 5 years 
residency in the Republic of Ireland: 

• Stamp 1 
• Stamp 3 
• Stamp 4/ Stamp 4 EU FAM / Stamp 4D 
• Stamp 5 
• Stamp 6 

Note 1: Stamp 2 & Stamp 2A are not reckonable towards residency and cannot be included in 
determining 3 out of previous 5 years residency. 

Note 2: Residency in another qualifying jurisdiction outside the Republic of Ireland (and in the EU/ 
EEA/ UK/ Switzerland) for non-EU nationals is assessed on a case-by-case basis and proof of 
equivalent visas is required. Holiday or educational visas are not acceptable. 

Successful non-EU applicants must upload a front and back copy of their Irish Residence Permit card 
when requested by a course provider. 
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7. When applying for a course you will also need to apply on the basis of either being: 
• Employed - working either for yourself or someone else. 
• Unemployed - not currently working, receiving a qualifying welfare payment from the 

Department of Social Protection (unless you are formerly self-employed) and actively 
seeking employment. 

Which DSP payments are accepted? 

• Jobseekers Benefit 
• Jobseekers Transition Payment 
• Jobseekers Allowance 
• One Parent Family Payment 
• Disability Allowance 
• Qualified Adults of Working Age, where they can establish an entitlement to a qualifying 

payment in their own right. 
• Carers Allowance 
• Farm Assist/Fish Assist 
• Widow's, Widower's or Surviving Civil Partner's Contributory or Non-contributory Pension 
• Blind Pension 
• Deserted Wives Allowance 
• Working Family Payment 
• DSP work schemes: Community Employment Scheme, Rural Social Scheme and Tús. 
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