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CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION IN ART AND DESIGN, 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION,  
NCAD, 100 Thomas Street, Dublin 8. 
 

 

NUI CERTIFICATE: VISUAL ART PRACTICE (VAP) Level 7 
 
Application opening:  Monday 02nd July, 2018 
Application deadline:  Thursday 06th September, 2018 
Portfolio:   Not Required 
Course duration:  1 - 3 years 
NFQL7  

 
The Certificate in Visual Art Practice is one of a number of accredited courses available to 
mature students seeking flexible quality learning opportunities at NCAD.  The course contains 
multiple modules offering choice to students, who can construct a sequential programme of 
learning from a multi-disciplinary modular framework. Each module takes place on one 
evening per week throughout the academic year.  Students are required to complete four 
modules altogether, three studio practice modules in art and design and one module in visual 
culture.  Successful completion of four modules over one to three years part-time will result in 
students being awarded a Certificate in VAP (Visual Arts Practice). 
 
This course is a minor award within the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) and 
carries 20 ects. Students who wish to progress and further develop their knowledge and skills 
in art and design are eligible to apply to the part-time CEAD part time Diploma course at 
NCAD or to undergraduate courses in art and design in other art colleges. 
 
Applications for VAP open on 02nd July and close on 06th September 2018 
 
Structure of the Certificate VAP course 
 
The VAP course is comprised of four sections. Students must choose one module from each of 
these four sections below: 
 
A Drawing Processes, Research Methods 

 Drawing: Techniques and Developing Ideas (AC02) 

 Drawing / Print / Mixed Media (AC03) 
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B Materials and Processes 

 Extending your Visual Language (AC05) 
 Sculpture and Drawing – Combining Techniques (AC06) 
 Embroidered Textile Design (ACE) 

 
C Discipline Experience  

 Materials, Techniques and Language of Painting (AC07) 

 Painting and Visual Research Methods (AC08) 

 Ceramics (AC09) 

 Printed Textile Design (AC10) 

 Jewellery Design (AC11) 

 Bronze Casting as a Sculptural Processes (AC12) 
 
D Visual Culture; ACVC mandatory 
 

The module focuses on themes within art history and visual culture art in the modern 
and post-modern era.  The lecture programme provides an introduction to art and 
design history, it shows how modernity influenced visual culture and covers the 
development of new mediums such as lens based technology. Students also attend a 
seminar to discuss ideas and themes emerging from the lecture programme. Tutorial 
sessions on; preparing essays, researching sources, and using the library as a resource, 
forms part of the course. Students will be encouraged to visit museums and galleries 
as part of the course programme. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment is formative and continuous; typically studio assessment takes place on the 
penultimate night of each semester.  As part of the practical studio based modules, students 
will be required to submit their work for assessment at the end of the first semester and at 
the end of the course.  Tutors will provide project briefs/exercises and project guidelines for 
students. Students are required to submit their work in accordance with the time-frame set 
out by the tutor.  Tutors will provide students with formal and informal feedback on their 
progress following interim reviews/critiques.  For the Certificate VAP course, 80% of the 
programme marks are allocated to studio practice and 20% to visual culture.   
 
Students are required to keep a visual record of their progress using notebooks as well as 
developing project work and submit a body of work for display.  
 
In order to successfully complete the learning outcomes for the programme students should 
submit a written essay of 2000 words for the module in visual culture.  Students who submit 
written assignments late will be subject to a penalty.  Students are required to attend 80% of 
the course. Students are required to achieve the intended learning outcomes and pass each 
module, if they are to be awarded a Certificate and progress further. 

 
For more information on CEAD courses, please see our website at: 
http://www.ncad.ie/continuing-education/ or contact cead@staff.ncad.ie. 
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