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The focus of this research looks at Informality 
as another kind of intelligence in how people 
inhabit urban space in Lagos. The combination 
of its size and urban conditions make Lagos a 
compelling area of research for the future of 
human beings who occupy and show extra-
ordinary intelligence around creating flexible 
ways of living in economic and social zones of 
exclusion and poverty.  This form of intelligence 
is found in a network of informal practices. 
This requires the ability to adapt and develop 
new systems of organization while still needing 
to work within the dependency of the original 
modern city model. When formal systems of 
planning and governance break down, different 
kinds of intelligence and knowledge are needed. 

Not only have informal practices changed the 
economic and social dynamic of the normative 
city but also they have reshaped the production 
and distribution of urban space.  Informal 
practices are non-hierarchical systems of self-
organization. Contrary to an either/or dialectical 

model of the formal or informal, centre and 
periphery, Lagos as like other mega-cities has 
a more fluid and symbiotic relationship where 
shadow systems coexist. In such instances 
citizens operate on the limits of legality and 
illegality. In the process such informal tactics 
revitalize the dynamic of the city and create new 
spatial arrangements for a future urbanism.

Through intervention artists and architects 
frequently find themselves intervening into 
urban spaces. Through random acts and detours 
they generate independent investigation. This 
diagrammatic asks artists to engage beyond 
systems of representation and similarly asks 
architects to thinks beyond design solutions and 
buildings. Network-Informality is a collaborative 
Research Initiative between NCAD, UCD 
and The University of Lagos Nigeria. The 
Programme of Strategic Cooperation between 
the Higher Education and Research Institute 
and Irish Aid funds this research. NCAD 
are the lead organisation on this project.

Network
Informality
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This commission was for three artist/designer 
teams to reflect the culture of the people who 
live on the Shankill Road by means of a mural 
mounted on the peace wall which divides West 
Belfast. Brian O’Connor and Brian Maguire 
formed the team for one of the commissions. 
Their method was to use painting, photography 
and conversation to research the culture. 
They divided the subjects for the research into 
three age categories: under 12 - an after school 
computer group of boys and girls; late teenagers 
from the impact training centre, also boys and 
girls; adult women from the women’s centre 
and adult men from the Somme Society. The 
two artists were supported in the conversations 
by Tom Herron. The artists sought a consensus 
on who was the best representative of the 
community and one name kept surfacing: May 
Blood. The mural’s content is based on the images 
surfaced through the process and also the text 
which comes from the conversations. In some 

cases the teenagers and the children drew stories 
which came from the adult groups, an example of 
this is the one tree in the Shankill which is drawn 
by a child. Brian Maguire drew and painted a 
number of the workshop participants and he also 
painted May Blood. The Somme had particular 
meaning for the families of this area as the 
casualties from that battle brought fatalities to 
each and every house in the Shankill. The present 
population of the street is 20,000 people. In 
1969 it was 80,000. The artists engaged in wide 
consultations with different groups including 
the Orange Order. The outcome is a work which 
references the past but is focused on the present.

Shankill
Road
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Art and the Moving Image 
A Faculty of Fine Art Research Event

This all day event on the 3rd December 2008 
presented work by students on the MFA and 
MA ADW programmes with presentations by 
invited speakers; artists Brian Hand, Augustine 
O’Donoghue and Dr. Aislinn O’Donnell, 
lecturer in Philosophy. The theme of the event 
focused on debates and tensions within art 
practices using the moving image/lens based 
practices. Brian Hand talked about recent work 
referencing original footage of a suffragette 
‘action’ at the Epsom Derby while Augustine 
O’Donoghue showed work involving the Shell 
to Sea protestors. MFA students Colin Martin, 
Deirdre Noonan and MA ADW student Cóilín 
Rush showed current video work with a group 
presentation The Halifax by MA ADW students.

«	 Dr. Aislinn O’Donnell

Truth, Lies 
& VideoTape
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A study trip was made by sixteen staff and 
students from the Fine Art Faculty to Belem in 
January to attend the World Social Forum. This 
marks the third successive participation by the 
faculty in the World Social Forum. The Forum 
was based in two Universities. The principal 
topic of this year’s Forum was centered on the 
rights of indigenous peoples. For the first time 
the Forum invited stateless peoples and nations 
from all over the world to meet together. Each 
one of these peoples and nations without a state 
have a different social reality, come from different 
regions of the world, and experience different 
political situations. Democratic collective rights 
are often not recognised and this is at the base 
of the violation of many individual rights. The 
purpose was to explore the rights of peoples to 
decide their collective future in freedom. Issues 
of North/South relationships within Academia, 
the use of Art as a means of social change, 

and the use of photography in the same way, 
were discussed. The next two days were spent 
manning a stand in the Forum which showed 
both images of staff and students together 
with images of the Fine Art undergraduate 
placement program. In the evening the 
group projected films and artists’ videos. 

Films curated by two NCAD MFA graduates, 
Augustine O’Dunaghue and Carol Ann 
Connolly, included the film shot by two Irish 
film-makers of the coup attempt against 
President Hugo Chavas, and was presented by 
NCAD to a packed Latin American audience. 
A second highlight was the participation by 
the group in a very large meeting addressed 
by five Latin American Presidents including 
Morales, Lula and Chavas. Short films of the 
Forum by students are currently being edited. 

«	 World Social Forum Belem 2009

World
Social Forum 
Belem 2009
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« Fatima – A Cultural Archæology
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